


4/2/76 — MEMO re HW Letter 3/29 to Enguirer re BOWLEY/BENAJflLES 

This letter prompted me to look into the issue of who pfeced the 
original call over Tippit's radio in greater detail. I've found that 
the details are not as clear as I had thought, my original understanding 
based on a misleading section in Lane's book. 

Lane's was the first book to deal with Bowley (RTJ171-73)* 
and it identified Bowley as the one who placed the call, pointing out 
the V/R's misidentifi cation of Benadides and quoting from the police tape 
transcript to bear out Bowley 's account in his affidavit. Sylvia also 
mentions Bowley and the significance of his time observation (AAF, 254-55) 

What I had not learned from Lane's book (for indeed it is not 
reflected there) is that there is a conflict between Bowley 's and Benavid© 
accounts and that the police tape transcript (Sawyer & FBI version) seems 
to bear out Benavides - +4 j 

Here are the facts : 

BOWLEY VERSION : Bowley says he got to the scene after the 
murder, at 1:10, according to his watch. He first tr£ed to help Tippit 
but saw he was beyond help. THEN he noticed Benavides sitting in the 
police car: 

"A man was trying to use the radio in the squad car but stated 
he didn't know how to operate it. I knew how and took the 
radio from him. I said, 'Hello, operator. A police officer 
has been shot here.' The dispatcher asked fior the location. 

I found out the location and told the dispatcher what it was." 

Bowley certainly implies that Benavides couldn't get through to the 
dispatcher, but that he (Bowley) could, and did, and was asked for and \ 
gave the location of the shooting. Bowley adds no further details. 

BENAVIDES VERSION: Benavides waited in his truck for "a few 

minutes" while the gunman left the scene and then went over to Tippit, 
who looked beyond hope. Here is his account of what he did: 

Ben: ...I went in and pulled the radio and I mashed the 
button and told them that an officer had been shot, and I 
didn't get an answer so I said it again, and this guy asked 
me the whereabouts all of a sudden# and I said, on 10th St. 

I couldn't remember where it was at the time. 

So, I looked up and I seem this number bhx± and I said 
410 East 10th St... Then he started to — then I don't know what 
he said; but I put the radio back. I mean, the microphone 
back up, and this other guy was standing there, so I got up 
out of the car, and I don't know, I wasn't sure if he heard 
me, and the other guy sat down in the car. 

Belin: There was another passerby that stopped? 

Ben: Yes, sir... He was just standing there whenever I looted 
uo. He was standing at the door of the car, and I don't know 
what he said to the officer or the phone, but the officer told 
him to keen the line clear, or something, find stay off the phone, 
or something like that. That he already knew about it. 

So then I turned and walked off. I never did assist af him 
after that at all. (6H449) 

In a portion which I cut out, Benavides says he doesn't know who this 
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"passerby" is, can't name him. From this account, it would seem that 
Benavides did contact the dispatcher, furnish the location, but, 
perhaps in the confusion, wasn't sure if he was heard, and that the 
passerby (Bowley) then got into the car, contacted the dispatcher and 
was told to stay off the line. 

However, there is another section of Benavides testimony which 
confusion (which can be resolvedOlenavides later* implies 
, ^ hat i 1 t was Ted Callaway who made -the setrond call. Belin asked Ben. if 
I He spoke to Callaway. This was the response: 

"l " No » afterward. You know, I told your — I told him, he asked 

me when we went, when Ted Callaway got around there, he 
I opened the car door and picked up the phone and called in 

and told them there was an officer that had been killed. 

But the officer on the other side of the radio told him to 

that j/'H452) ;0 ^ eep ^ nes clear, or something of 

Cdlaway confirms this. He testified that after he saw the gunman run 
by he ran back around the corner to see what had happened. He saw 
lippit lying on the ground: "So the first thing I did, I ran over to 
the squad car. I didn't know whether anybody reported it or not. So 
i got on the phan poliee radio and called them, and told them a man 
had been shot, told them the location, I thought the officer was dead, 
ihey said we know about it, stay off the air, so I went back." (3H354) 

In trying to piece together these various stories, I come up 
with a scenario like this: Benavides uses the police radio, contacts 

ghe dispatcher, gives the location. Bowley is standing by and Benavides 
is unsure if he operated the radio right. Bowley gets into the car 
and radios the same information, and is told to stay off the line. 

Then Callaway comes along — this would have to be at least a couple 
minutes after the Benavides/Bowley call — and reports the information 
again and is told by the dispatcher to s&ay off the line. 

transcript of the police radio tape seems to bear out 
this account, which fits the accounts of Benavides, Bowley and Callaway 
except for the detail offered by Bowley that the dispatcher asked him 
for the location. 

I'm quoting now from the FBI version of the transcript, CE i 974 . 
beginning 23H857. A citizen breaks in, "Hello, police operator." 
dispatcher tells citizen to go ahead. Citizen says "We've had a shoot ins 
out here." Dispatcher asks "Where's it at?" Citizen, apparently 
&fter hesitating, says "On 10th Street." Dispatcher asks where on 
10th, Citizen seems to ask others around him and says "404 10th Street." 
So far this gibes pretty well with Benavides' acoount (although he 
remebered saying 410 10th St). Immediately after, the transcript has 
citizen’ saying "Hello, police operator, did you get that? A oolice 
°£* lcer » 510 East Jefferson?" This must be Bowley taking the radio. 
t ^ dispatcher re P eats the information, including the new address on 
Jefferson, the citizen says "thank you" and the dispatcher says "The 
citizen using the police radio remain off/ the air now." This also 
gibes generally with Benadvies' recollection that the "passerby" was 
told to stay off the air. This all happened after a time check, 1:16. 

Subsequently, after a 1:19 time check, we have a citizen 
breaking in again (23H859) "Hello, hello, hello... from out here on 
10th St, 500 block, This police officer's been shot. I think he's 
dead." This one must be Callaway. The dispatcher responds, "10-4. 

We have that information. The citizens using the radio, remain off 
the radio now." Again, Benavides and Callaway remember the dispatcher 
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having told Callaway to get off the line, and the timing of this 
call fits the time after the first call it would have taken Callaway 
to get th the scene. 

(In comparison with the other "transcripts" , note the following., 
None of this is in 705, which purports to include only those transmissions 
related to the assassination, not those in the Tippit case. Sawyer 
Ex. A is similar to this section of CE 1974 (see 21H394-95), although 
it is clearly not a verbatim transcription; there appears to be 
some paraphrasing and descriptive comments added. The main difference 
is that the Sawyer transcript has the first call coming at 1:18 instead 
of 1:16 in the FBI version. In both versions the Callaway call is 
clocked at 1:19.) 

The reason I have takenthe time to write and research this 
concerns Harold's letter to the Enquirer. The details themselves are 
ngi_ very R-raRTsafr crucialj^/fhe fact still remains that Bowley reported 
r~ that '^Henittfdbf _ 1:odlc^ 'place prior to 1:10, that he did, at some point 

use the radio, that the Commission ignored him, and, even after Benavides 
mentioned him to Belin by reference, Belin still ignored him. Of course, 
the Report does not mention him and hides the fact that two people, not 
,_iust-.one (Benavides) called the dispatcher at 1:16* ' It seems in- 
consequential that Bowley recalled in his affidavit that the dispatcher 
asked him the location. He was evidently wrong on this minor detail, 
ml which is perhaps understandable since he did volunteer the location 
and the dispatcher repeated it back. 

I am concerned about Harold's account of the incident to the 
Enquirer, in which he states that Bowley called first and that "after 
that broadcast Benavides made another attempt to use the police radio." 

He also states that Bowley can be heard "well before" Benavides. I take 
this to mean a sijearation by at least a couple minutes, which would 
seem to indicate that the second call mentioned is not by Benavides 
but by Callaway, as described above. Harold adds that "the accent is 
clear" on this second call. What kind of accent? Latin? Southern? 

By all indications, that "second" call, at 1:19 was Callaway, not 
Benavides. The place to listen close for different voices is in 
the first call, where a citizen asks the dispatcher if he "got that" 
information about the shooting — which seems to be Bowley making sure 
that Benavides call went through. If this is the case, as I strongly 
suspect, then I fail to see the dramatic significance of the police 
recording. 



Howard Roffman 



